
 
 
The Cedar Rapids Police Department has completed a preliminary analysis of crime statistics for 
calendar year 2021.   
 
Please find attached two documents that provide statistics for the year.  The first document is entitled 
“Crime Activity 2021”  On the first page of this document, Violent Crime and Property Crime statistics 
submitted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) are detailed.  The UCR 
provides state and national statistics about crimes.  The other document the Police Department is 
providing is “Monthly Critical Events Dashboard 2021”; this covers shots fired incidents. 
 
Violent Crimes, Property Crimes, and Non-Part 1 Crime Summary 
 
Calendar year 2021 presented Cedar Rapids Police-and our entire community-with opportunities to 
adapt, grow and continue working together.  COVID-19 continued to dominate conversations about 
public health, the economy and the changing ways we spent time with each other.    In Cedar Rapids, 
there were 446 violent crimes in 2021 (Murder and Non-Negligent Manslaughter, Sex Offenses, Forcible 
Rapes, Robberies, and Aggravated Assaults).  Statistics show decreases over 5-year trends in Sex 
Offenses and Robbery, and increased reports of Aggravated Theft, Domestic Abuse, Armed Aggravated 
Assault, and Assault on Persons in Certain Occupations (Causing Serious Injury).   
 
The remaining four pages of the “Crime Activity 2021 as of 12-31-2021” document include detailed 
information about violent and property crimes and includes Crimes Against Persons, Crimes Against 
Property, Crimes Against Community Peace, drug-related crimes, alcohol-related crimes, weapons 
crimes, and all other crimes.   
 
Comparing the average number of violent crimes over the past 5 years, Part 1 Violent Crime increased 
16.27 percent.  Sex Offenses/Forcible Rape reports are down dramatically over year-to-year and 5-year 
trends which may be attributable to COVID-19 distancing protocols.  (11 reports in 2021 vs. a 5-year 
average of 29.)  Robberies were also down significantly.  63 were reported in 2021 against a 5-year 
average of 106 marking a 41 percent decrease.  Again physical proximity driven by COVID-19 may factor 
into this decline.  Aggravated Assaults showed a sizable year-to-year decline compared to 2020 (63 in 
2021 vs 83 in 2020) but still exhibit an almost-17 percent rise against the 5-year average.   Aggravated 
Assaults, which include domestic abuse incidents, and murders brought the overall violent crime 
incidents higher.  We tracked spikes in Domestic Abuse (132 cases in 2021 vs. 94 in 2020), and Armed 
Aggravated Assault (160 in 2021 vs. 110 in 2020).  Factors contributing to these rises may include efforts 
by Cedar Rapids Police to more precisely categorize these events and health guidelines forcing residents 
of Cedar Rapids to spend more time in the company of fewer people  

2021 brought with it a drop in the number of homicides compared to 2020.  (11 in 2020, 7 in 2021.) 
2020 stands in stark contrast to the 5-year average with 11 against the five-year average of six 
homicides.  Homicide is a legal term for slaying or killing.  Murder is malicious, premeditated homicide.  
An incident is considered a murder if the investigation determines the suspect had willful and deliberate 



intention to kill another, it meets the definition of murder as defined by the Code of Iowa, or there is a 
conviction in court.  Unless premeditation is obvious, for crime reporting purposes, not all homicides are 
considered a murder in final statistics that are submitted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.   
At the time of this summary, there are still active investigations in some of these cases, and there is one 
death that has not been classified as a homicide at this time.   
 
Property crimes are down compared to 2020 and the five-year average if we remove a surprising 
number of catalytic converter thefts in the last 12 months.  Catalytic converter theft was reported 31 
times in 2020.  In 2021, that number rocketed to 109 as the market grew for the precious metals in the 
converters.    Again in 2021, Burglaries and Thefts from Motor Vehicle numbers are down significantly.  
As reported in other areas of this review, COVID-19 may have played a part in this reduction but data is 
insufficient to draw a definitive conclusion.   
 
Vehicle Theft shows a 22 percent decline in 2021 compared to 2020 and holds mostly static against the 
five-year average.  In 2021, 444 vehicles were stolen.  In 2020, that number was 571. 
 
Firearm Thefts from Vehicles continues to be a much-too-common occurrence and one we believe could 
be dramatically reduced through responsible ownership practices.  In 2021, 51 firearms were stolen 
from vehicles across 42 reported events.  Nine of those firearms have been recovered but not before 
five of them were used in other incidents.  Two of the five were used in a shooting and a robbery.  We 
strongly encourage the use of gun safes in home and vehicles and locking your vehicle at all times.  
Using our social media and relations with local media, we will work to spread the word about the actions 
needed to safeguard firearms when not carried.   
 
Part-1 Property Crimes were generally flat or down compared to 2020 and the five-year average.  Total 
number in 2021 was 3,952 compared to 2020’s 4,513 and the five-year average of 5,005.  Burglary was 
down 41 percent over 2020 and Theft from Vehicle dropped from 712 in 2020 to 515 in 2021.  As 
mentioned before, a spike in Theft of Vehicle Parts or Accessories can be attributed to the rise in thefts 
of catalytic converters.   

Continuing efforts to curb Drug-Related Crime show signs of success this year.  Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia, and Controlled Substance Prohibited Acts are both down but Controlled Substance 
Violations did see a small year-to-year rise; still well below the five-year average.  Alcohol-related crimes 
also continued a downward trend borne-out by 777 overall offenses in 2021 vs. 847 in 2020.  Long-term 
data will need to be analyzed to determine if this decrease is a result of education, prosecution or 
pandemic-influenced.   

Shots Fired Incidents 

Comparing 2021 to 2020, Cedar Rapids’ reports for Shots Fired was down 24.5 percent.  We dropped to 
123 last year compared to 163 substantiated shots fired incidents in 2020.    There were 99 incidents in 
2019, 117 incidents in 2018, 104 incidents in 2017, and 87 incidents in 2016.  Shots fired includes 
incidents in which a person was injured, property was damaged, shell casings were found, surveillance 
video evidence, or multiple witnesses corroborate.  The numbers do not include suicides or negligent 
discharges.  Of note for 2021, officers placed extra emphasis on investigating and categorizing Shots 
Fired incidents.   

In 2021, we experienced 28 separate incidents where people were stuck as part of shots fired.  In that 
28 events, there were 39 individuals hit by bullets.  32 were wounded and 7 were killed.  



Conclusion 
  
Your Cedar Rapids Police Department remains committed to the ideals of Courage, Character and 
Integrity in every interaction.  Our continued efforts to communicate with transparency and 
accountability have allowed us to maintain an exceptional level of trust in the community.  The most 
recent pool of job applicants indicates a high level of interest in becoming a Cedar Rapids Police Officer; 
from 146 applicants, we intend to hire 12-17 new officers in 2022.  We continue working collaboratively 
with other City organizations, partner agencies in the County, State and nationwide to create a safe 
environment for all.  We remain steadfast in our desire to bring offenders to justice with sound police 
skills and with the help of a supportive community and look forward to serving honorably in 2022.  
 
 
 
 


